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Talk to your city or county planners to
learn how local land use and zoning decisions
are made and study the long-term growth
plan for your area. Keep up with the agendas
for public hearings and attend city or county
council meetings. Providing constructive com-
ments regarding comprehensive plans, zoning
regulations, and development proposals is a
good opportunity 1o sway decisions affecting
how your community will grow. Keep in mind
that it 1s important to support well-designed
compact development, particularly in town
centers, that helps preserve green space and
makes transit viable

Consider forming or joining a citizens’
organization foecused on community planning,
revitalization and growth-related Issues.
Encourage local schools to get involved in
neighborhood improvement projects

Learn about "BayScaping" techniques.
Landscaping with native plants wall reduce
runoff from your yard and the need for harm-
ful lawn chemicals. If you live anywhere within
the watershed of the Chesapeake Bay, both
are critical to restoring its health.

Help make your neighborhoods more
walkable by lobbying local officials for side-
walks on at least one side of every street and
crosswalks and pedestrian signals at major
intersections. Support other improvements—
landscaping, bike lanes, benches or new light-
ing at public gathering spots—ta make walk-
ing more appealing,

Cut back on driving by getting in the habit
of combining your household errands as often
as passible, maybe even sharing these trips
with a friend. Keep a travel diary to look for
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Before Smart Growth, if a project
» was aligible for State financial assis-
tance, its location was rarely ques-

State financial support for growth

ed growth areas, called Priority
Funding Areas, or PRAs. Economic
development loans or grants, sewer
and water funding, transporiation
projects, the placement of State
facilities and other growth-related

tioned, After Smart Growth, however,

prajects is only permitted in designat-

e
-

ﬂé?ﬁaﬁ Growth Map

expenditures are restricted to PRAs
Local governments may still approve
growth outside of PRAs, but State
financial assistance for such projects
is prohibited.

To stem the development pressures
spreading outward from Maryland's
oldest towns and cities, the Smart
Growth initiative also established the
Rural Legacy Program to identify and
permanently protect the State’s best
remaining farms and natural areas.
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E Priority Funding Areas

State funding for growth is target-
ed to Priority Funding Areas. All
157 Incorporated municipalities
are PFAs, as are areas inside the
Baltimare and Washington belt-
ways. Counties may designate
additional PFAs as long as they
meet State criteria for water and
sewer, density, and consistency
with growth projections.
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Community revitalization takes
many forms, It can involve deaning
up contaminated industrial sites
and returning them to productive
use, or refurbishing historic build-
ings and hames. Neighborhoods
can be invigorated by transit proj-
ects and renovations of older
schools. Sometimes, it is as simple
a5 Sprucing up a park or putting in
sidewalks, arnamental lighting and
benches lo encourage walking

Throughout the Baltimore metro-
politan area, projects backed by
Smart Growth incentives are trans-
forming older communities. In the
city, developers are spending mil-
lions to redevelop abandoned fac-
tories and commercial buildings
with help from State tax credits,
brownfields cleanup assistance and
other programs.

One significant shift under Smart
Growth has been the renewed
effort 1o renovate, expand and
reconstruct older, long neglected
schogls, A decade ago, nearly $6
out of every $10 the State spent on
schoal construction went to build
new schools, primarily in the
expanding suburbs. Now, under
Smart Growth, about $8 out of
every $10 the State spends on
school construction goes to older

D Rural Legacy

The Rural Legacy Program perma-
nently protects large, contiguous
tracts of land that feature multiple
resaurces, such as farms, forests,
waterway buffers, or historical sites
threatened by development. Willing
landowners work with local spon-
s0rs to compete for State funds to
purchase development rights on
targeted properties.

-=l Protected Lands

Land 15 protected in Maryland in
several ways. In addition to the
Rural Legacy Program, parkland

Is acquired through Program Open
Space; farmland is protected Program
through the Maryland Agricultural

Land Preservation Foundation;

farmland, forest, and significant

natural resources are protected

through the donation of conserva-

tion easements to the Maryland
Environmental Trust; and the most
ecologically significant lands are
protected through the GreenPrint

j Priarity Funding Area (FFA}
x‘ . | Community Legacy
: Rural Legacy
State park or forest
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In 1997, the State of Maryland agreed
on a set of groundbreaking policies and
programs aimed at solving the problems
of sprawl.

The Smart Growth initiative, adopted
as a series of laws that spring, was built
around the recognition that growth is
inevitable—in fact, it is vital for a healthy
economy. But this new way of thinking
also acknowledged that the State could
no longer afford to support development
anywhere and everywhere, at any cost.

The initiative set three straightforward
goals:

® To support and revitalize existing
communities by targeting State resources
to support development in areas where
the infrastructure is already in place or
will soon be in place;

® To preserve the State’s most valuable
farmland and critical natural resources
before they are forever lost;

® To save taxpayers millions of dollars
in the unnecessary cost of building the
infrastructure required by sprawling
development,

Smart Growth focuses on how and
where the State spends its money. In
some parts of the country, the state
controls where growth can go by requ-
lating local land-use decisions. Maryland
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is trying a different approach, using
financial incentives to Iinfluence those
decisions.

Today, State agencies provide funding
for new highways, water and sewer and
other growth-related needs only in
Priority Funding Areas, which include
established communities and locally des-
ignated growth areas. Local governments
and private land trusts have identified,
and the State has certified, Rural Legacy
Areas containing important agricultural
land and natural resources that are
threatened by development. In those
areas, Maryland is spending more money
to protect farms, forests, historic sites
and stream buffers that filter paollution
from runoff as it drains into major water-
ways, including the Chesapeake Bay

By rewarding better land-use practices,
Maryland is beginning to reverse the
trends of the 20th Century, when the
State inadvertently subsidized sprawl
through highway building and other
programs. Today, the emphasis is on rein-
vesting in older cities, towns and suburbs
and maintaining rural landscapes, while
promoting more choice in housing and
transportation.

This vision of smarter growth heralds
a better quality of life, a strong economy
and a healthy environment for future
generations.

Visit our Smart Growth website at
maps.nationalgeographic.com/smartgrowthmd
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